io8	THE BYZANTINE CHURCH
the last heretical Emperor is saved as is that of those peace-
loving Patriarchs who in spite of the Studites have given
proofs of forbearance in the 'Moechian Affair'. Michael III,
the son of Theodora, and the generals of his family together
with the sovereigns of the Macedonian dynasty founded by
Basil I (867) understood what part of the Iconoclast legacy
should be preserved. Orthodox Byzantium keeps the enemy
at bay; the Emperors lead the army in person and success-
fully resist the monks. For the third time a long religious
controversy is brought to a close and this time it ends in
harmony. The Byzantine Church maintains intact the com-
promise of the fourth century which reconciled art with the
faith. Orthodox Emperors gird on the armour of the Icono-
clasts. Culture wins a victory over the barbarous rudeness
of the Isaurians, imperial order triumphs over the revolu-
tionary spirit of undisciplined fanatics who had refused to
communicate with Patriarchs and had declared that
Emperors were not above the laws.
THE STRIFE OF PARTIES
The subjects on which turn the great disputes of the
Church and of Byzantine society descend more and more
from heaven to earth, from the heights of lofty speculation to
practical morals and then to pure politics. From controver-
sies on the divine consubstantiality of Christ and on the
mystery of the Incarnation to those which debate the legiti-
macy of images the distance and the difference are already
sensible. When all these points of doctrine and of ritual are
fixed, the militant passions of Byzantine society find new
grounds of difference; but like our modern parties, formed
from the same social strata, the folk of East Rome came into
conflict over claims that were frequently changing, and in the
name of principles which were very impermanent. One has
the impression that the parties and their organization are the
essential and enduring elements, much more at any rate than
the issues for which they struggle. In the eighth century and
at the beginning of the ninth we have seen Theodore the
Studite and his monks in open feud with the hierarchy and
with the authority of the Emperor: from Constantinople
they appealed to Rome to defend the moral law and 'the

